It may be stated in the commencement that the Indian Medical Service is at the present moment contented, and at the same time it will probably be 'admitted that it is the most efficient medical service at the disposal of any Government in the world. An officer, exceedingly well-informed on this subject, stated a short time ago, that the Indian service obtained the very best men that were procurable. It is clear, therefore, that no reorganization will enable the Government to obtain better men. There are, undoubtedly, some grievances; the worst of these are the great inadequacy of the pensions, and the disappointment young officers experience when entering the service through the system of officiating pay. Part of this disappointment is due to a clause in the memorandum, issued The reputation of the service once gone?as it will at the very first sign of a change?and we know from the example of the British Medical Service what will be the result. A few men will be obtained for the civil department, who will come out here on speculation to see what they can get, and when they find how matters really are, it will not be long before they take their departure. A few unsuccessful practitioners may be more permanent members, and now and then the sei'vice will be re-enforced with an occasional specimen of that singular class of "experienced surgeons," which, according to advertisements, are carried on ships in company with a cow and a stewardess. But those men who now come out, proud to join a service with so good a name, and who are content to spend their working lives out here for the good of the many millions around them, and who regard the service as a home, they will have gone for We think we have said enough to show how faithfully the service has served, and is serving, the Government and the nation, and that its organization is admirably adapted for the country in which we live, and that for these reasons the Government will do well, in its own interest, to save it from reorganization.
